
The TDSRC Program first began operating in our com-
munity in 2002, the year I was hired as the Librarian.  As 
an elementary teacher, early literacy and storytelling 
have been a primary focus.  Energetic proposal writing 
brought in furniture, equipment and resources for this 

young age group.   

 

Now in 2016, in this small First Nation library, I am the 
lone permanent staff responsible for managing all aspects 
of a library from administration, financials, proposal writ-
ing, programming, getting quotations for repairs and 
maintenance, scheduling room rentals, Public Relations, 
maintaining open hours and reception, networking and 

partnering with other programs, departments, libraries, and attending training sessions.  There 
are monthly Library Committee meetings and I prepare the agenda and minutes.  The Library 
also hosts our monthly Department Head meetings.  Despite the busy schedule, I am committed 
to the summer reading program.  Thankfully, I have a dedicated Library Committee and group of 

wonderful volunteers, and one temporary worker to assist.   

 

This summer, the TDSRC Program operated for 9 weeks beginning  with community outreach in 
the month of June.  The program ended on September 1.  Networking and partnering with sev-
eral community programs is a successful formula on our First Nation.  Choosing appropriate 
books and activities for each age group is a delightful challenge, but well worth the big-eyed at-
tention and beautiful crafts produced.  Also, knowing that childrenõs home libraries are growing 
week-by-week is a satisfying feeling.  Finally, the feedback from our partners, parents, and partici-

pants encourages us to keep reaching out and doing our best!  
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TD Summer Reading Club  

serving the needs of the community  

The TDSRC serves the Walpole Island First Nation (WIFN) community needs by promoting 
literacy and cultivating love of books & reading. The ability to read directly impact a studentõs 
success in school.  Through the Reading Club activities, the Librarian teaches reading skills in-
cluding letter and word recognition, sense of story, left-to-right progression, and making predic-
tions.  The children also learn about various genres, author and illustrators.  Reading develops 
critical thinking skills and fuels the imagination, and develops and reinforces social skills with 
children of all ages.  TDSRC reinforces reading & learning during out-of-school time, engages 
parents & teachers in literacy skills & strategies.  It builds community by way of different pro-

grams working together.   
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INSIDE: 

SUMMER 2016 STATS  

 

READING CLUB 

 

AGES 0-5:  18  READERS 

 

AGES 6-8:  54  READERS 

 

AGES 9-12:  12  READERS 

 
TOTAL:  84 READERS  

 

 

LIBRARY FESTIVAL :  

110 CHILDREN &  

COMMUNITY  

Children loving the TDSRC  

at Bkejwanong Library.  
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Community Partners  

BKEJWANONG  

KINOMAAGEWGAMIG  

(J.K. to Grade 8)  

BKEJWANONG  

BIIWEZIIMAG  

KINOMAAGZIWAAD  

(BBK)  

Early Years Programming  

BKEJWANONG  

CHILDRENõS CENTRE 

(BCC)  

Child Care Centre  

The Bkejwanong First Nation Public Library (BFNPL) did a lot of out-
reach for the TDSRC 2016.  First,  the Librarian connected with the 
Bkejwanong Biiweziimag Kinomaagziwaad (BBK), the Bkejwanong Chil-
drenõs Centre (BCC) and the elementary school Bkejwanong Kinomaa-
gewgamig (BK) to build a community partnership to promote the sum-

mer reading program.   

 

The Librarian visited the BBK, BBC and BK to conduct reading visits.  
These reading visits included the Librarian reading a story to the chil-
dren and flyers were sent home with the children.  In June, there was 
also a Grade 1 Field Trip to the Library.  The Librarian again shared a 
story with the students and promoted the TDSRC.   They also got a 

tour of the Library.   

TDSRC flyers were posted in the community and the local Community Radio Station made announcements about the 
program.  There was outreach to library patrons and word-ofðmouth to community members.  There were announce-
ments at Board of Education meeting and the Walpole Island First Nation (WIFN) monthly Supervisorsõ Meetings.  Email 
announcements to all WIFN employees and phone calls to various departments and parents to promote the summer 
reading activities.  We posted a TDSRC Sign right outside the Library to promote the program and the signage in the Li-

brary also garnered interest. 

 

There was also an email and phone campaign to recruit volunteers, food, water for the Library TDSRC Festival.   And all 
this outreach works because we had a fantastic turn-out for the Reading Club and the Festival.  Miigwech to all the com-

munity members who volunteered and donated items for this yearõs TDSRC. 

Children enjoy new books at TDSRC  
after literacy lesson  



2016 

July 5 - Sept 1, 2016 

Community Kids - Tuesday / BCC - Thursday / BBK ñFriday  

 

TD Summer Reading Club FORMAT  

Preparation:   The BFNPL Library took great care to prepare for each Read-
ing Club Session.  Before each Reading Club Session, the Librarian choose a 
book; assembled teaching tools (other books, maps/globes, easel, etc.) devel-
oped craft activities and chose giveaway books.  During the initial Reading 
Club session, the reading program and the reading logs work were explained.  
The Reading Club Participants set reading goals.  The Readers used the TD 
Summer Reading Club Book Marker to register online and the readers could 
access the site if they had computer access at home.  Parents of children ages 
0-5 were given a short introduction on importance of early and emergent 
literacy and given a folder for their childõs activities ð copies of poems, paper 

copies of flannel board cut-outs, etc.    

 

Reading Time:  Children and caregivers were welcomed with enthusiasm to 
the Library.  The Librarian showcased the featured book of the day.  The Li-
brarian also demonstrated reading strategies (book jacket, author/illustrator, 
dedication, left-to-right progression.)  òLanguage extensionó tactics were util-
ized (i.e., choosing a descriptive word or two, either verb or noun, and dem-
onstrate what this special word means).  The children were asked questions 
to engage them in the stories.   They were often asked to predict what the 
story was about or what might happen next in the story.  This really excited 
the readers.  The Librarian has a very expressive reading style which included 
reading passages from the selected book and also using dramatic storytelling 
techniques.  There was also a Q&A segment after each story.  After story 

time, children chose books for individual and/or paired reading. 

 

Craft Activity :  A activity was pre-selected for the children.  It was linked to 

the theme or topic of the selected book.   

 

Book Giveaway & Baa maa pii:  Children receive a free book to take home 

as we sayó Baa maa pii or òSee you lateró until their next visit. 

 

Clean-Up:  Put away books and activity supplies and put stickers in reading 

logs. 

Reading Club Activities  

 
Community Kids enjoying TDSRC!  
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Dreamcatcher craft!  An extension activity 
for Thundermaker book.  

Technology promotes emergent literacy for 
young TDSRC Reader. 

Shared reading in comfort.  

Individual Reading Time:  children choosing 
books that interest them.  




